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Queen Anne was on the throne; Marlborough had
recently routed the French at Malplaquet, but peace
was not yet signed; the new and beautiful St Paul's
Cathedral was juft finished by Christopher Wren to
replace the old church burned in the Great Fire;
Daniel Defoe and Jonathan Swift were writing, but
neither of the famous books, Robinson Crusoe and
Gulliver's Travels, was yet begun.

At this time it seemed that Emanuel was ready to
learn anything the English could teach. He called
to see as many of the great scientists as possible.
The London bookshops attraded him, and he was
soon busy sending important works to his friend
Benzelius. In each letter he sent to Upsala, he
names the books he has been reading, the inventions
he has thought out, and the instruments he has
purchased.

Much of his time was spent with the great
astronomer FlamSteed, who was then living in
Greenwich. Emanuel was anxious to learn from
him and sent to Sweden detailed accounts of all
that FlamSteed was doing. With the small allow-
ance his father sent him, he soon realised that the
telescopes were too expensive for him to buy for
himself. He, therefore, changed his lodgings as
often as he could, Staying first with a watchmaker that
he might learn his craft, then with a cabinet-maker and
then with a maker of scientific instruments. In this